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which the relater of this voyage mentions as a very large
ship, and two small frigates, in which he found letters of
advice from Nombre de Dios, intended to alarm that part
of the coast.

Drake, now finding his pinnaces of great use, and not
having a sufficient number of sailors for all his vessels, was
desirous of destroying one of his ships, that his pinnaces
might be better manned: this, necessary as it was, could not
easily be done without disgusting his company, who, having
made several prosperous voyages in that vessel, would be
unwilling to have it destroyed.    Drake well knew that
nothing but the love of their leaders could animate his
followers to encounter such hardships as he was about to
expose them to, and, therefore, rather chose to bring Ids
designs to pass by artifice than authority.    He sent for the
carpenter of the Swan, took him into his cabin, and, having
first engaged him to secrecy, ordered him, in the middle of
the night, to go down into the well of the ship, and bore
three holes through the bottom, laying something against
them that might hinder the bubbling of the water from
being heard.   To this the carpenter, after some expostula-
tion, consented, and the next night performed his promise.
In the morning, August 15, Drake, going out with his
pinnace a fishing, rowed up to the Swan, and having in-
vited his brother to partake of his diversions, inquired, with
a negligent air, why their bark was so deep in the water;
upon which the steward going down, returned immediately
with an account that the ship was leaky, and in danger of
sinking in a little time.    They had recourse immediately
to the pump; but, having laboured till three in the after-
noon, and gained very little upon the water, they willingly,
according to Drake's advice, set the vessel on fire, and
went on board the pinnaces.

Finding it now necessary to lie concealed for some time,
till the Spaniards should forget their danger, and remit
their vigilance, they set sail for the sound of Darien, and
without approaching the coast, that their course might not
be observed, they arrived there in six days.